
 

 

 

January 10, 2019 
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL STATE OF RUSKIN HEIGHTS HOMES ASSOCIATION 

PROPERTIES 

 

In 2018 we had over 250 properties that have different owners since 2017.  So here 

at the office, we have been quite busy keeping up with the transfer of new owners 

so that we can better assist our residents.   

 

In addition, we have sent Code Violation Notices and Titan Security notices over 

1,300 incidents in our neighborhood.  That is an average of 25 notices a week to 

either the City directly or to the owner of the property.   This could not have 

happened without the residents reporting issues to the office so that we can act for 

the good of the neighborhood. 

 

Titan Security has stepped up their efforts and are now reporting illegal 

dumping, trash and debris and cars parked in the yard on grass.  The first 

time we will be notifying the property owner, but if it continues, the report 

will go straight to the City as a Code Violation.  Our neighborhood will look 

better when the cars are parked on driveways and NOT in yards. 

 

Here at the office, we have successfully been working with Legal Aid and Shook, 

Hardy and Bacon law firm in continuing our Abandoned Housing lawsuits.  This 

has been very successful, and we still need your help in finding these vacant 

houses, so we can start the research.  By finding these, it will assist in getting them 

rehabbed, and keeping our property values up. 

 

 

During this time of the year, when there is inclement weather, please call our office 

at 816-761-6050 before dropping by to make sure someone is in the office.  Our 

office may not be open, but we are able to work at home, and all messages left can 

be returned that day.  Our Holiday hours are posted below in the calendar section. 
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PROPERTY DAMAGE CAUSED BY NEIGHBORS’ TREES 

 

There are several articles on the Internet regarding if a neighbor’s tree falls on your 

property, who is responsible. 

 

This is an article from Allstate regarding this very topic: 

 
Q: DOES HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE COVER DAMAGE CAUSED BY 
FALLEN TREES ON MY PROPERTY? 

A: The answer to this question is, "It depends." A homeowner’s insurance policy 
typically protects your home and other structures, such as a fence or shed, against 
specific causes of loss, known as perils. Covered perils typically include damage 
caused by wind. So, the situation that caused the tree to fall is important. If the tree 
was otherwise healthy and toppled due to wind, a typical homeowners insurance 
policy may help pay to repair damage to your home or other structure on your 
property, the Insurance Information Institute (III) says. 

However, homeowner’s insurance usually won't cover a loss caused by negligence or 
a maintenance-related issue. So, if the tree was rotting and ready to fall down before 
the storm, homeowner’s insurance likely would not cover the damage the tree caused 
to your home. 

Q: WHAT IF THE TREE DOESN'T DAMAGE ANYTHING? 

A: If a tree falls down and causes no structural damage, meaning your house doesn't 
need any repairs, your homeowner’s insurance policy typically will not cover debris 
removal, according to the III. 

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF THE TREE WAS ON MY NEIGHBOR'S 
PROPERTY? 

A: If your home is damaged by your neighbor's tree, the III says you'll typically find that 
your homeowners’ insurance may help pay to repair the damage to your house (or 
other structure, if the tree falls on your fence, for example). 

Q: AM I  RESPONSIBLE IF A TREE FROM MY PROPERTY DAMAGES 
MY NEIGHBOR'S PROPERTY? 

http://www.iii.org/article/trees-and-insurance


A: You're typically only considered responsible if neglect on your part was a 
contributing factor to the tree's demise. If not — say a storm knocked your healthy tree 
onto your neighbor's house — your neighbor will likely have to file a claim through his 
or her own insurance. 

Q: DOES HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE COVER REMOVAL OF TREE 
DEBRIS? 

A. If the tree damaged your home, a homeowner’s insurance policy may help cover 
the cost of repairing your house as well as removing the fallen tree branches, the III 
says. But if the tree fell without causing damage to a structure on your property, you 
may find that insurance won't cover the cost of removing the debris, according to the 
III. 

So owners, check your policies to see who is responsible accordingly and make it right  
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MINOR HOME REPAIR GRANT APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE BY NHS 

 

Call 816-822-7703, Ext 214 for more information and appointment 

 

Minor Home Repairs, brought to you by NHS of Kansas City, is a quick and easy 

process that includes: 

 

• A scheduled application Process 

• Property Inspections 

• Complete Project Management (Including competitive bids and construction 

supervision) 

• Ensured Home Owner Satisfaction 

 

Terms of the Program: 

 

• Eligible for owner-occupants in the Ruskin Neighborhoods. 

• Household Income must be ≤ 80% AMI (see table below) 

• Repairs include: 

• Roof and gutters 

o Hot Water Heaters 

o HVAC 

o Electrical 

o Plumbing 

o Much more 



 
 

Upon filling out an application with NHS you must provide verification of income 

and assets.  Homes built before 1978 will be inspected for lead-based paint and 

fixed accordingly 

 


